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Indian Removal
In the early days of colonial contact, the relationship between the white settlers and indigenous people in America was filled with conflict over land and natural resources. The Native Americans were forced by the federal government, which was working on behalf of the white settlers, to leave their homes and move to specially designated areas, which were termed as the Indian Territory across the Mississippi River. The president at the time, Andrew Jackson, was an advocate for what he referred to as the Indian removal.
Andrew Jackson used the signing of treaties and agreements in the removal of Indians. Andrew oversaw the implementation of the Indian Removal Act. The Act authorized the removal of Indians in a series of migration called the Trail of Tears (Act 2017). In his letter to the congress, Andrew stated that some Indian tribes had accepted the terms of the treaties provided to them to relocate from their land. Andrew also believed that some communities' acceptance to sign the treaty would motivate other communities to follow the same path. The terms of the treaties signed were the offering of monetary compensation to the Native Americans in exchange for them leaving their land. Some Native Americans' failure to leave their land resulted in forced removal by the government and the breaking out of the war. The Indian removal was aimed at peacefully relocating Indians from the American land. The results of the reduction were, however, not as intended. The implementation of the Indian removal led to numerous lawsuits against the American government by the resisting tribes. According to Celano (2017), the removal led to an unplanned war, which led to the loss of life and property loss for both Native Americans and Americans. During the war, the troops of the resisting Indians were destroyed, which led to a loss of power in the war. The Act led to bitterness among the Indians who were forced out of their ancestor land.
The Indian Removal Act authorized the president to negotiate with the southern Native Americans to move to the territories west of the Mississippi river in exchange for their ancestral lands. It was the president's role to convince the Native Americans to sign the treaties and relocate to the lands provided. The president was also required to compensate the Native Americans for their land.
In his First Inaugural Address, President Andrew Jackson stated that he would uphold the state's rule of law and respect his presidency's constitutional limits. Andrew also noted that he would desire to observe a just and liberal policy to the Indians and give consideration to the humane and attention to the wants and rights of the Indians (Jackson 1829). In his speech and address, Andrew termed the government and his people as consistent with the rights of the Indians. During the Indian removal, Andrew went against almost all the things he said during his inaugural address. Instead of paying attention to the needs and rights of the Indians, Andrew and his administration violated the rights of the Indians by forcefully taking their land and causing a war between the government troops and the Indian communities. In the inauguration, Andrew termed America as a place of peace, which was only for the Americans and not the Native Americans in reality. Andrew also failed to follow the laws that granted the Indians the right to own land and abused the power provided to him by the constitution.
All people are created and should be treated equally and have basic rights that should not be taken away as a principle in the independence declaration (Jefferson 2019). The removal of the Native Americans from their land in east Mississippi violates the principles in the declaration of independence, which advocates for all citizens' rights to be upheld. Just like other Americans, Native Americans have a right to own land. All in all, the Indian removal from their land was against human rights, resulting in suffering among the Indians.
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